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hen Margaret Butler, a former 
HOLWH�DWKOHWH�IURP�&DQDGD��ÀUVW�
VWDUWHG�UXQQLQJ�WKURXJK�UHPRWH�

YLOODJHV�LQ�5ZDQGD�DV�D�EUHDN�IURP�KHU�
MRE�WKHUH��WKH�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�VDZ�KHU�VSHHG�
SDVW�ZRXOG�EXUVW�LQWR�WHDUV��
´,�ZDV�����VFDULQJ�D�ORW�RI�FKLOGUHQ�EH-

FDXVH�,�ZDV�VR�ZKLWH�WKH\�WKRXJKW�,�ZDV�D�
JKRVW�µ�0V��%XWOHU�H[SODLQV��2QFH�WKH\�JRW�
XVHG�WR�WKH�VLJKW�RI�D�UDSLGO\�PRYLQJ��WDOO��
EORQG��IUHFNOHG�ZRPDQ��WKH�YLOODJH�ER\V�
WRRN�WR�IDOOLQJ�LQ�VWHS�ZLWK�KHU�
´%XW�UDUHO\�WKH�OLWWOH�JLUOV�µ�%XWOHU�VD\V��

´,W·V�QRW�QRUPDO�>LQ�5ZDQGD@�IRU�OLW-
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EHLQJ�OHIW�EHKLQG�LQ�5ZDQGD��VKH�
GLVFRYHUHG��
:KHQ�%XWOHU�DUULYHG�LQ�5ZLQN-

ZDYX��5ZDQGD��LQ�������VKH�KDGQ·W�
SODQQHG�RQ�VWDUWLQJ�D�QRQSURILW�
FDOOHG�7KH�.RPHUD�3URMHFW��ZKLFK�
VXSSRUWV�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�
SURYLGHV�OLIH�VNLOO�PHQWRULQJ�DQG�
VSRUW�FRDFKLQJ� IRU�JLUOV��:LWK�D�
EDFNJURXQG�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�HGXFD-
WLRQ��%XWOHU�ZDV�YLVLWLQJ�VFKRROV�RQ�
EHKDOI�RI�WKH�%RVWRQ�EDVHG�QRQSURÀW�
JURXS�3DUWQHUV�,Q�+HDOWK��
%XW�JHQGHU�GLVSDULW\�ZDV�HYLGHQW�

DOPRVW�LPPHGLDWHO\��,Q�5ZDQGD�WKH�
HGXFDWLRQ�VWDWLVWLFV�IRU�JLUOV�DQG�\RXQJ�
ZRPHQ�DUH�JULP��/HVV�WKDQ����SHUFHQW�
JR�WR�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRRO��DQG�OHVV�WKDQ���
SHUFHQW�RI�WKDW�JURXS�FRQWLQXH�RQ�WR�XQL-
YHUVLW\��6HFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRVWV�
DERXW������D�\HDU�IRU�GD\�VFKRRO�������IRU�
ERDUGLQJ�VFKRRO��DQG��������IRU�XQLYHUVLW\��
LV�RXW�RI�UHDFK�IRU�PRVW�IDPLOLHV��,I�PRQH\�
LV�DYDLODEOH��5ZDQGDQV�HGXFDWH�VRQV�ÀUVW��
$V�%XWOHU�WDONHG�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�VKH�UHDO-

L]HG�VRPHWKLQJ��́ 2QH�GD\�WKLV�JLUO�VDLG�WR�
PH��¶,·P����\HDUV�ROG��DQG�,�NQRZ�,·P�QRW�
JRLQJ�WR�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRRO��DQG�,·P�IHHOLQJ�
XQPRWLYDWHG�WR�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP�·�µ�

%XWOHU�UHFDOOV��´,�VDW�WKHUH�DQG�WKRXJKW��
\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW"�,�ZRXOG�IHHO�H[DFWO\�WKH�
VDPH�ZD\�����,�ZDONHG�DZD\�IURP�WKDW�FRQ-
YHUVDWLRQ�WKLQNLQJ�,�VKRXOG�²�DQG�FDQ�²�GR�
VRPHWKLQJ�µ
%XWOHU��&DQDGD·V������VWHHSOHFKDVH�

QDWLRQDO�FKDPSLRQ��KDG�FRPH�WR�VHH�WKH�
VSRUW�DV�D�PHWDSKRU�IRU�OLIH��<RX�HQFRXQWHU�
REVWDFOHV��EXW�LI�\RX�SXVK�WKURXJK�DQG�
ÀQLVK��\RX�IHHO�D�VHQVH�RI�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW��
2XW�RI�WKDW�ZLVGRP�FDPH�DQ�LGHD��+RVW�
5ZDQGD·V�ÀUVW�IXQ�UXQ�IRU�JLUOV��
7R�KHU�VXUSULVH������JLUOV�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�

SDUWLFLSDWH��$V�WKH�JLUOV�WRRN�RII�IURP�WKH�

VWDUWLQJ�OLQH��FKHHUV�RI�́ NRPHUD�µ�²�PHDQ-
LQJ�´EH�VWURQJµ�²�OLIWHG�DERYH�WKH�FURZG�
,QVSLUHG�E\�WKH�WXUQRXW��%XWOHU�UHDFKHG�

RXW�WR�IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�DVNLQJ�IRU�GRQD-
WLRQV�WR�IXQG�JLUOV·�HGXFDWLRQ��6KH�UDLVHG�
�������²�HQRXJK�WR�VXSSRUW����JLUOV�IRU�
RQH�\HDU�LQ�GD\�VFKRRO��
%XW�WKDW�ZDV�RQO\�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��%\�

������VKH�KDG�HVWDEOLVKHG�.RPHUD��EDVHG�
LQ�%RVWRQ��DV�D�QRQSURÀW�VFKRODUVKLS�IXQG��
2IÀFLDO�UXQV�FDOOHG�WKH�.RPHUD�*OREDO�

5XQ�QRZ�KDSSHQ�HYHU\�-XQH�LQ�IRXU�86�
FLWLHV��%XW�%XWOHU�VRRQ�UHDOL]HG�LW�ZDVQ·W�
HQRXJK�WR�SXW�D�JLUO�LQ�VFKRRO��\RX�KDYH�WR�

ÀJXUH�RXW�KRZ�WR�NHHS�KHU�WKHUH��
7KH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�D�.RPHUD�VWXGHQW�

QDPHG�-DQLYHUH�FU\VWDOOL]HG�ZK\��$V�DQ�
RUSKDQ�ZKR�HDUQHG�KHU�NHHS�DV�D�KRXVH�
JLUO�ZLWK�D�IRVWHU�IDPLO\��JHWWLQJ�WR�VFKRRO�
RQ�WLPH�DQG�ÀQLVKLQJ�KRPHZRUN�ZDV�GLIÀ-
FXOW��6KH�QHHGHG�WR�JR�WR�ERDUGLQJ�VFKRRO��
%\�������.RPHUD�KDG�H[SDQGHG�LQWR�D�

KROLVWLF�SURJUDP��1RZ�DOO�RI�LWV�VFKRODUV�
DUH�LQ�ERDUGLQJ�VFKRRO��ZKHUH�WKH\�ZRUN�
ZLWK�PHQWRUV��H[HUFLVH�GDLO\��DQG�DWWHQG�
OHDGHUVKLS�ZRUNVKRSV�GXULQJ�EUHDNV�
´)URP�WKH�JHW�JR��0DUJDUHW�LV�DERXW�

WKH�HIIHFW�ZH�FDQ�KDYH�RQ�RQH�JLUO�DQG�
KRZ�ZH�FDQ�FKDQJH�KHU�OLIH�²�QRW�
RQ�WKH�ODUJH�QXPEHUV�EXW�KDYLQJ�DQ�
LPSDFW�µ�VD\V�.RPHUD�ERDUG�FKDLU�
'DYLG�%RHKPHU��
6HYHQW\�JLUOV�DUH�LQ�WKH�SURJUDP��

(LJKWHHQ�KDYH�DOUHDG\�JUDGXDWHG��
2QH�KDV�EHFRPH�D�SROLFHZRPDQ��DQ-
RWKHU�LV�D�WHDFKHU��WZR�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�
DW�D�ORFDO�EXVLQHVV��IRXU�DUH�KHDG-
LQJ�WR�XQLYHUVLW\��7KH�VFKRODUV�DOVR�
OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�DGGUHVV�ORFDO�LVVXHV��
2QH�JURXS�KDV�HQFRXUDJHG�ZRP-
HQ�IDUPHUV�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�ZHDYH�
EDVNHWV�DQG�EUDFHOHWV�VR�WKH\�DUHQ·W�
GHSHQGHQW�RQO\�RQ�WKHLU�FURSV��7KH�
SDUHQWV�RI�.RPHUD�VWXGHQWV�WKHP-
VHOYHV�KDYH�VWDUWHG�EXVLQHVVHV�JURZ-
LQJ�PXVKURRPV�DQG�UDLVLQJ�JRDWV�

´0DUJDUHW�LV�UHDOO\�PDNLQJ�D�GLIIHUHQFH�
EHFDXVH�VKH�LV�HPSRZHULQJ�WKHVH�ZRPHQ�
ZKR�DOVR�KDYH�YLVLRQV�IRU�RWKHUV�µ�VD\V�
&ODXGLQH�+XPXUH��ZKR�ÀUVW�PHW�%XWOHU�
LQ�5ZDQGD�DV�D�VWXGHQW�DQG�KDV�FORVH�WLHV�
ZLWK�.RPHUD��́ 6R�LQ�D�ZD\�VKH�LV�FKDQJLQJ�
WKH�ZKROH�FRXQWU\�µ
%XWOHU�QR�ORQJHU�VFDUHV�UXUDO�FKLOGUHQ�

ZKHQ�VKH�SDVVHV�E\��́ :KHQ�,�JR�WR�5ZDQ-
GD�ZLWK�0DUJDUHW�DQG�ZH�ZDON�WKURXJK�
WKHVH�YLOODJHV�µ�0U��%RHKPHU�VD\V��´WKH�
JLUOV�UXQ�XS�WR�KHU�DQG�FDOO�KHU�¶0RWKHU�·�µ�

C Learn more at www.komera.org.

Next week’s di�erence-maker:

JAKE HARRIMAN, a former US Marine special oper-
ations platoon leader in Iraq, has a new assignment: 
defeating extreme poverty in the developing world.

Know someone who is making a di�erence? 
Let us know at pmad@csmonitor.com.

GALLERY OF RECENT PROFILES

Johanna Crawford 
helps women escape 
domestic violence.

Bob Hentzen walks 
to help poor children 
in Latin America.

David Hunt saves 
lives by teaching 
swimming to youths.

Ashley Stanley 
pairs surplus food 
with hungry people.
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ADAM AMOROSO

SETTING THE PACE: Margaret Butler, executive director of 
Komera, runs with Komera scholars in Rwinkwavu, Rwanda. 

Margaret Butler puts girls on track to succeed
Komera supports education for girls in Rwanda, where few can a�ord secondary school. 
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